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yet confluent factors, The first is its status ag A primary — jp a sense, in
the world of Tyrap, she-beal-pep, i = text. On the one hag d,
in COntTast with much of Mishnah, the gemara is npt 3 compendium of
inchoate factuaf or Hormative data. It js the arena within which raw mate-
A ‘rfaI is analyzed and molded, within which; bare Bones aze fleshed out angd
_mformaf-':-ig renemutad [nin kaswicdge. O e Cther hand, at no point
'/-j does it convey a sense of Systematized accretioy of Summary digest. Qp
} ; every daf, one feels the % gular edee nf ras s
terrain nlawed ama. _. . T
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ﬁwmm e - and, by and large,
sorely lacking in the current academic climate. How. many law students
have ever seen Justinian or Cgoke - or, for that matter, surveyed Marbury
vs. Madison? It is incalculably important, however, with respect to talmud
Torah, whose study is enjoined as a religious experience rather than as a
mere intellectual exercise. On the experiential plane, rwse_g)_scﬂmdaq

or tertiary texts may simplify; but it almost certainly di
—_—

The ramifications for personal talmud Torah are obvious — and far-
reaching,. Relatively speaking, the study of Mishnah per se is passive, at
times even submissive; that of gemara is vibrant. To open a sugyd is to gain

access to a world in ferment Tt is to enter pulsating bet midrash, studd
with live protagonists; to be cauight up, initially as witness and subsequently
of dia-

as participant, in a drama of contrapuntal challenge and response.
lecwtanﬂyﬂ - to be stimulated by the tension of ‘:E;;?:gu’nﬂl‘ss;
arged by the Sturm und Drang of milhamtah she orah. Once

to be
formidable textual barriers are surmounted, one is animated by a sense of

movement and anticipation. Very little is pat. Learning becomes, in great
measure, a quest for a captivatin b usive truth that must
bé soupht, and at times molded; and the student of gemara - alongside
afnoraim, Rishonim, and Aharonim -~ is privy to the process an part.of
the process. Gemara is quintessential hayyet olams; that is the crux of the

ifficulfy and the glory of its study.
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